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Dear Readers, 

We all have celebratory moments in our lives in which we ask 

ourselves “How did I get to this point?”. As we prepare our last 

First-Gen newsletter of the 2015-2016 year we think an 

appropriate theme is “Thankfulness as we Reflect Back”.  

Our experience at Scripps has not always been easy, but we will 

never grow unless we are challenged. As we look towards our 

graduation, we cannot help but reflect back on the span of our 

four years at Scripps and be thankful for the ways our First-Gen 

community helped us overcome the challenges we have faced. We 

are thankful for the First-Gen program and the way it helped us 

transition our first year; we are thankful for all our unofficial First-

Gen mentors who vulnerably and boldly shared their experiences 

and encouraged us in every way; most of all, we are thankful for 

the love we have received as members of this unique community. 

We have not survived Scripps, but Thrived at Scripps and the First-

Gen community has played an essential role. 

In this newsletter, we have focused on celebrating the success of 

our First-Gen students and remembering the strength and 

guidance we have found in this community. In addition, we want 

to remind all current First-Gen Scripps students that this 

community spans far beyond this campus. For this reason, in this 

newsletter, you will find reflections from two of our first-gen 

alumna.  

Daniela Canas Baena ’16 and Juliana Canas Baena ‘16 

Program Co-Interns 
  

 



Thankfulness and Reflection 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



“It gave me a family I could turn to 

whenever I needed their reassurance, 

company, or guidance. “ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Know this: you are revolutionizing the world. You are all proofs of such 

power, such resilience, and such love. I no longer doubt our potential; we 

are more than enough and worthy to thrive in academia – and this world.” 

Words from a First-Gen Alumna: 
A Reflection by Bea Maldonado, Class of 2015 
 

 



“Put all the theory you’re learning in your undergraduate education into 

practice… Finally, reflect on how you will use your skills, knowledge, and 

privileges to work for transformative change in our world.” 

Words from a First-Gen Alumna: 
A Reflection by Karen Lobos, Class of 2014 
 

Hi first-gen community! My name is Karen Lobos 

and I graduated from Scripps in 2014. I dual majored in 

Legal Studies and Politics and International Relations. 

The year I entered Scripps College was the first year of 

the first-gen program at Scripps! It was through first-gen 

that I met my one of my best-friends who I am still in 

contact with almost two years out of college.  

Currently, I am working as the Student & 

Community Relations manager at Rainier Prep, a 5th-8th 

grade public middle school in south Seattle, Washington. 

The mission of our school is to prepare all students to 

excel at four-year colleges and to become leaders in their 

communities. It's really awesome to be "home" serving 

students and families in the same part of Seattle in which 

I grew up. Recently, I was admitted to the University of 

Washington's Master of Public Administration program. 

Consequently, this fall I will continue my full time 

employment at Rainier Prep AND attend graduate school 

on a part-time basis.  

I am just as busy (or, maybe even more) than when I was an undergrad student at Scripps. I 

continue to struggle to take time to stop, to reflect, and to just be. After graduation, I found myself miles 

away from my best friends and the community of support that carried me through all the challenges I 

faced as a working class Latina student at Scripps. One of the biggest challenges I faced as a recent 

graduate, was having to build a new community of support. Because rebuilding this kind of community 

takes time, my biggest challenge has been being patient. While recreating this community has been 

difficult, returning to Seattle has been very rewarding because family is incredibly important to me. After 

having been in Claremont for four years, it's refreshing to be able to spend time with my family on a more 

consistent basis (my four year old nephew is the cutest!). 

My advice for current and graduating seniors: eat as many cookies from Malott as you can and go 

to the Tiernan field house more often (gyms aren’t free in the “real world”). Moreover, as cliché as it 

sounds, life is one amazing adventure. Take this adventure one step at a time. Plan with purpose, but 

don't hold on to your "plans" so tightly that you'll miss out on the unforeseen opportunities before you. Be 

flexible. Be present to yourself and those around you. Surround yourself with people who will keep you 

grounded and accountable. Put all the theory you’re learning in your undergraduate education into 

practice. Be a part of a community partnership off campus. Finally, reflect on how you will use your skills, 

knowledge, and privileges to work for transformative change in our world.  



 

Building Community 
By Sonia De La Torre-Iniguez 
I have had the privilege of serving as the First-

Generation @ Scripps Program coordinator for three 

years. In that capacity, I have worked closely with 

amazing student interns, first-geners in our 

community, and other valuable members of the 

Scripps community to inform the creation of a 

meaningful year-round program.  For me it is so 

critically important that the programs offered directly 

meet the needs of our first-gen community, and this 

year has been no exception.  I am particularly proud of 

the contributions of the First-Gen Interns—Daniela 

and Juliana.  Daniela and Juliana have really pushed 

the boundaries of the program to ensure that 

programs were offered for students across cohorts. 

This year, they coordinated over 19 programs for the 

First-Gen community including financial aid literacy, 

studying abroad as first-gen, demystifying thesis, 

study breaks and more.  Moreover, they have 

partnered with other departments like SCORE, SAGE, 

LASPA, Student Activities, Honnald-Mudd Library, 

and CP&R.  I have seen greater attendance and 

participation across cohorts which has encouraged 

greater cross-cohort support and connection.  As I 

reflect on their work, Building Community, comes to mind.  They embarked on a journey as interns to 

strengthen inter-cohort bonds and connections and I think they have successfully achieved that goal.  

Their phenomenal work has paved the way to further expand co-sponsored events as a way to 

enhance inter-community solidarity. Moreover, we have a powerful community of supporters who 

advocated for additional resources for the program which has energized the first-gen team to expand 

programming and social connection opportunities.  So, as we close this year’s chapter of the program 

and bid a warm farewell to outgoing interns, Daniela and Juliana, I am eager to welcome the new 

interns- Leonida Radford ’17 and Vivian Yu ’17.  I am excited about the possibilities that Scripps has 

yet to explore and the new bridges to be forged.  Bravo to Daniela and Juliana for a job well done!  

On a personal note, you now know that I will be leaving Scripps at the end of this semester.  I want to 

say thank you to Scripps for the incredibly opportunity to serve this brilliant community.  You have 

embraced me and inspired me. For this and so much more, I will always be thankful.  Thank you for 

an amazing adventure. 



 

New First-Generation Interns! 
 



Parting Words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

UPCOMING FIRST-GEN EVENTS:  

Meet the 2016-2017 First-Gen Interns: Thursday, April 28th at 11am-12:30pm at Sicilian Court 

One Last Study Break: Friday, May 6th at 7pm in Toll Living Room.  

 

 We Want to Hear From You! 
To inspire our readers and recognize your accomplishments, we would like to feature your story 

in one of our upcoming newsletters. Please send us a personal article or poem depicting your 

experience as a first-gener to firstgeneration@scrippscollege.edu. 

We know that the year has come to an end and that this is our final issue of the 2015-16 school 

year, but next year, there is so much more to come! Stay tuned! 
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