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Thank you so much to everyone 
who attended retreat. We are so 

grateful to have you as a part of our 

community ♥ 
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 WELCOME BACK! 

We hope that you are transitioning smoothly into the spring 
semester! 

We recently hosted our third annual First-Gen Retreat 
centered on theme of Our Narrative: Empowerment and 
Affirmations. We are thankful to Deb Gisvold and Tiernan 
Field House staff for being incredible hosts. The retreat 
opened up with an intimate dinner with students across all 
four years. Following the dinner, we got to know each other 
through a variety of activities and were joined by Yuka 
Ogino, who facilitated our dialogue on personal narratives. 
We also took that time to celebrate our accomplishments in 
face of adversity.    

The following morning we were joined by Michelle Decker, 
who engaged in an interactive chocolate tasting with us to 
further delve into our identities in academia.  

We will be sharing with you the products of our Zine-Making 
Workshop, led by our first-gen peer, Evelyn Gonzalez ’18. 
These pages were produced by some of the students who 
attended retreat and reflect in many different forms the 
multifaceted intersectionalities of identity and experiences. 
We hope that these zines will shed light on a breadth of lived 
experiences and unify us as a community. 

Incredibly hopeful and thankful, 

Leonida Radford ’17 and Vivian Yu ‘17 
Program Co-Interns 
  

 



You will find the pages of our third annual  
First-Gen @ Scripps Retreat Zine below!   

 

Our Narratives: Inclusivity and Empowerment 

Third Annual First-Gen @ Scripps Retreat 
January 27-28, 2017 – Sallie Tiernan Field House  
  
The First-Gen @ Scripps Program launched its third annual retreat during the second weekend of the semester. 
We had an incredible time interacting with a lot of amazing people in our community. We laughed, ate and 
celebrated our identities. We took the time to get to know each other reflecting on both shared and unique 
experiences as first-generation students at Scripps. We created a space for ourselves to form authentic 
relationships and build solidarity. We had a great time, reflected on who we are, where we come from, and how 
our lived experiences inform our identities.  We are so excited to share some of the magic with you—here are 
some photos from retreat!  
 
 
 





 















Parting Words 
We all have unique experiences as first generation college students at Scripps and aspects of our identities 
are constantly changing. We are so grateful that we got to celebrate our accomplishments with our first-

gen peers. Thank you for reminding us that our community is kind, encouraging and fearless. Thank you 
to all who participated, we hope this experience was as amazing for you as it was for us! 

 
“Never forget what you are, for surely the world will not. Make it your strength. Then it can never be your 

weakness. Armour yourself in it, and it will never be used to hurt you.” 
- George RR Martin 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sending positivity and kindness out to our fearless community! 

UPCOMING FIRST-GEN EVENTS:  
• Speed Dating with Staff!  

o TBD 

• Student-Faculty Lunch 

o Monday, February 27th 12:00PM to 1:30PM, Balch Conference Room 

 

 

 

 

 

We Want to Hear From You! 
 

To inspire our readers and recognize your accomplishments, we would like to feature your story 
in one of our upcoming newsletters. Please send us a personal article or poem depicting your 

experience as a first-gener to firstgeneration@scrippscollege.edu. 
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